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Dun-dun. Original ‘Law & Order’ returns to NBC: Odelya Halevi Q&A

BEHIND THE SCREENS
WITH JOSHUA MALONI

The mothership is back.

“Law & Order” is returning for
a 21st season on NBC — complete
with Sam Waterston as D.A. Jack
McCoy!

Creator Dick Wolf’s iconic
series will, the network noted,
“continue the classic bifurcated
format that was created for its
original run” and “once again ex-
amine ‘the police who investigate
crime and the district attorneys
who prosecute the offenders.””

In 2022 — and as fans will see
in the season premiere (now
streaming) — it might be more ac-
curate to call it “Law vs. Order.”

Detectives Kevin  Bernard
(Anthony Anderson) and Frank
Cosgrove (Jeffrey Donovan) are
hamstrung in their investigations
by citizens with cellphones who
don’t trust the police, and want
to make sure any oversteps are
filmed for the world to review.
They have to make their case to
assistant district attorneys Nolan
Price (Hugh Dancy) and Saman-
tha Maroun (Odelya Halevi), who
aren’t willing to compromise their
values or cut corners like some of
their predecessors.

Of course, the series will keep
the format fans have enjoyed
since the series premiered in
1990: a halfhour of “Law,” and

a half-hour of “Order,” with the
crime-fighters looking to put the
offenders behind bars.

Expect some surprise guest
stars, too. This is the show on
which every actor has appeared
— some even alternating between
victim and villain. (Seriously, take
a look at the IMDb cast list some
time.)

But first: Halevi chatted with
BTS ahead of the premiere. An
edited Q&A follows:

Q: This is one of the most success-
ful franchises in television history
— one seemingly every viewer is
SJamiliar with, and in which myr-
iad actors have starred or guest-
starred. It is, in a word, iconic. But
besides those obvious details, what
appealed to you about joining this
revival?

Odelya Halevi: I have been a
fan of “Law & Order” since I was
a kid. I would watch it in the "90s.
This is a dream come true, and I
cannot think of another show or
franchise that I could be a part of
that would get me as excited as
this one does.

This is the show that got me in-
terested in law. I thought I wanted
to be a lawyer. I would watch and
love anything that covered a mur-
der case, forensics, etc. And who
wouldn’t be super excited (and
also nervous) to be working with
this amazing cast? I am learning

Artpark announces
‘An Evening With Goose’
June 8; tickets go in sale Feb. 25

The jam band Goose will per-
form at the Artpark Amphithe-
ater at 6 p.m. Wednesday, June 8.
Tickets will be on sale at 10 a.m.
this Friday, Feb. 25. The concert
is presented by Artpark and Fun-
time.

Goose is Rick Mitarotonda (vo-
cals, guitar), Peter Anspach (vo-
cals, keys, guitar), Trevor Weekz
(bass), Ben Atkind (drums) and
Jeff Arevalo (vocals, percussion,
drums). The group, its team not-
ed, “fluidly traverses genres with
head-spinning hooks, technical
fireworks, and the kind of chem-
istry only possible among small
town and longtime friends.”

Following 2016’s “moon cabin,”
the Connecticut quintet quietly
took flight, playing myriad shows
during their ascent, while slowly
and steadily amassing a nation-

The Songs You Know,
The Music You Love.

Featuring:
Frank Sinatra
Dionne Warwick
Michael Buble
Linda Ronstadt
Tony Bennett
The Carpenters

Streaming Live at
WEBRRadio.com

wide following.

More info is available at https://
www.goosetheband.com/.

Tickets for Goose are $41.50
in advance, or $49 day of show.
Carry-in chairs are not permitted
for this performance. Purchase
online at ticketmaster.com. The
Artpark box office will be open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Feb. 25
at 450 S. Fourth St., Lewiston.

Additional 2022 concerts at Art-
park are currently on sale. Visit
artpark.net for more information.

“Llaw & Order” key art by NBCUniversal.

so much every day and feel so ful-
filled as an actor.

Q: Tell me about your character
— we certainly see her shine in the
season premiere.

Odelya Halevi: Samantha Ma-
roun brings new ideas and opin-
ions to the table. She is there to
challenge Nolan Price, Hugh Dan-
cy’s character, while still keeping
the sensibilities of the character
and show in place. I am excited
that Samantha’s backstory will
be revealed in the first episode
of season 21, which is something
that has not really been done, to
this degree, in “Law & Order” un-
til now.

Q: As I said, this is an iconic
Sfranchise. To take it one step fur-
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ther, you're working with industry
heavyweights in Sam Waterston,
Anthony Anderson, Jeffrey Dono-
van, Camryn Manheim and Hugh
Dancy. How much fun is it to go
to work every day — and what have
you learned so far from working
with this amazing cast?

Odelya Halevi: I can just say
that when I showed up to set the
first day, I was feeling pretty ner-
vous to be working with these
amazing, established actors,
thinking I am the rookie and just
lucky to be here — both are true.

When I met Sam on set, he gave
me a big hug and welcomed me
and told me that we are here to
tell serious stories, but also don’t
forget that we are here to have
fun. He brings us a lot of laughs.
I have learned so much from him
and my co-stars.

Q: You are a talented profession-
al — and we see your great ability in
this episode. There’s no doubt you
have continued to excel in subse-
quent episodes. ... But if I was sit-
ting in that courtroom, or standing
on those courthouse steps, I might
sneak in a thought like, “Holy cow,
this is ‘Law & Ovrder’ — this is the
set we've all seen and enjoyed for
two-plus decades!” Have you al-
lowed yourself a similar moment
or emotion to appreciate how cool
it is to be a part of this?

Odelya Halevi: These days I
can only truly express my emo-
tion in emojis — I really don’t have
words. ... Every day that I am do-
ing this it feels more and more
real and exciting, and someone
please pinch me!

“‘Law & Order” airs at 8 p.m.
Thursdays on NBC (WGRZ-TV
Channel 2). Visit hitps://www.
nbc.com/law-order.

Cataract Surgery Lunch & Learn
Wednesday March 9th @ Noon

- Lunch is on us!

This event held at My Tomato Pie Restaurant
3055 Niagara Falls Blvd. Amherst NY 14228

- Hosted by our Surgeons

- Doors open at 11:30 am

- Presentation 12 noon - 1pm
- Bring a friend or your spouse

Laser-vs-traditional procedures
discussed. Get all your questions
answered and meet the doctor. Space is limited.
No walk in’s. Advanced registration is required.

LASIK Open House

Thursday March 10th @ 6pm

Events Center.

This event will be held at Wurlitzer Events

908 Niagara Falls Blvd. N. Tonawanda NY 14120
- Hosted by our Surgeons

- Informative presentation

- See a LIVE LASIK procedure
- Food provided by Wurlitzer
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